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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship Assistants:  
 

Sunday 12/09/2018   

   
Ushers:  Ken Carrick, Jim Solomon  

Jeannie Anderson, Gene Holsenbeck 

Counters:  Carl Stevenson  

Rodney Blankenship 

Soundboard: Steve Duffee  

Advent Wreath:  The Reese Family 

   

Sunday 12/16/2018    

Ushers:  Vic Bradsher and The Duffees  

Counters: Mary Thomason 

Betty Dawkins 

Soundboard: Jeannie Anderson  

Reader:  Barbara Reed 

Advent  Wreath:  The Mashburn Family 

Phone:  334-281-2467; Fax:  334-281-2698 

E-mail:  whitumc@bellsouth.net 

Church Office Hours:   

8:15 - 3:15, Monday - Thursday 

Office closed 11:30 - 12:30 for lunch, all day Fridays. 

Sunday School:  9:00 am 

Sunday Services:  10:00 am 

THE WHITFIELD 

SPIRIT   
For Members and Friends of Whitfield Memorial United Methodist Church 

December 9, - December 22, 2018 

“Hope in God” 

Dear Whitfield Family,  

Hello to my brothers and sisters in Christ. On Sunday, November 25, we took part in the annual Hanging of the Greens service.  
During the first Sunday of Advent, December 2, we took part in Holy Communion and lighting the first candle of the Advent 
wreath. As we prepare the sanctuary and church facilities, we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of the Christ Child.  
As a family of faith, we have sung the beautiful hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” which signifies the promised coming  
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. I am especially drawn to the life-giving words “Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all 
the earth thou art.” Jesus Christ is our Wellspring of Hope. Thanks be to God, our never-ending supply of hope! 

In his book Prayers from the Heart, Richard J. Foster shares the following prayer “Hope in God.” May God use these words to bless 
and encourage you and others as they bless and encourage me.  

How, O Lord, can I have hope when this world is such an insecure place? 

Natural calamities destroy. 

Economic uncertainties abound. 

Human beings kill. 

I am the light of the world. John 8:12a 

What, O God, is reliable? What is secure? 

Not people. 

Not institutions. 

Not governments. 

I am the way, the truth and the life. John 14:6a 

I fear, Lord, that evil will win out in the end. I worry that my efforts will be for nothing. I feel overwhelmed by powers beyond my 
control.  

I am the resurrection and the life. John 11:25a 

You alone, O Lord, are my hope. You alone are my safety. You alone are my strength. May I--even with my fears and anxieties, my 
insecurities and uncertainties--swing like a needle to the pole star of the Spirit.  

Amen. 

This heartfelt prayer serves as a powerful reminder that we are broken people living in a fallen world corrupted by sin. The struggles 
of earthly life are endured as devastating hurricanes, forest fires, shootings and other tragedies and hardships take place around us 
regularly. However, in this world of change and uncertainty, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever,” as Hebrews 
13:8 proclaims. God loves us with an everlasting love and has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you,” as Hebrews 
13:5b reminds us. As children of God and brothers and sisters in Christ, we have “hope in God,” today and in the days to come. 
Thanks be to God, our Wellspring of Hope! To him be all glory, honor and praise! 

Hopeful,  

Carolyn 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:19 

Weekly Focused Corporate Prayer: Please pray that each of us will receive God’s hope and share God and his hope with this 
world that is in desperate need of him and the hope that he alone can bring.  



 

ALTAR FLOWERS 12/09/2018 

The poinsettias adorning our Sanctuary are offered to 
the Glory of God in honor and in memory of our friends 

and loved ones. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 12/16/2018 
 

The flowers on the altar are offered to the Glory of 
God by Nancy East in honor of the marriage of  

Allison Janney East and John Christopher Ward. 

 Changing lives 

 COMMUNITIES OF TRANSFORMATION 

 Dear Whitfield United Methodist Church: 

Thank you for your generous donation of $151 for  
Communities of Transformation in Montgomery.  Through your gift,  
families in our community will be able to enter a safe and nurturing  
atmosphere where they can develop clear goals and develop a pathway  
to a better place.   
Thank you for your generosity. Sincerely, Jennifer Lancaster 

Dear Whitfield Family, 

Thank you for your prayers and expressions of 
Christian love and care following my fall and injury.  
Your continued prayers and support are  
appreciated as we worship and serve God  
together.  With gratitude, Carolyn 

                                 THANK YOU  

            from the Booker T. Washington Magnet High 

                      School Visual Arts Department 

Thank you so much for your generous donation to BTW’s  

Visual Arts Department.  Your dedication to our school means 

so much to me.  Because of your kind thoughts and support, I 

am able to get back on my feet again and continue my passion as 

an artist.  My heart is smiling, and I am touched beyond words.  

Thank you for being my angel!  Sincerely,  Zöe Davis, Student. 

                            Advent Service  Schedule 
                            
             Sunday School @ 9:00 am 
                    Worship @ 10:00 am 

   Dec. 9 –    Advent Service of Stories, Songs &  
                        Scriptures (Children & Youth) 

      

 

 

  Dec. 16                      The Angels Song  
                                         Chancel Choir 
    

  Dec. 23 – Christmas Worship 

  Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight 
                        Communion Service, 
                        4:00 pm 

  Dec. 30 – Covenant Renewal Service 

 

Along with our families, 

We request the honor of your presence 

As we celebrate the marriage of 

Allison Janney East 

And 

John Christopher Ward 

Saturday, the fifteenth of December 

Two thousand and eighteen 

At two o’clock in the afternoon 

Whitfield Memorial United Methodist Church 

Reception and dancing to follow in the Sheppard Center 

RSVP and information  

https: //www.weddingwire.com/eastward 

Password:  eastward 
 

Please contact Nancy East to RSVP by phone at 
322-4684 or 286-1746 

Attendance November 25 
Sunday School   33                            Worship  71 

 
Attendance December 2 

Sunday School   30   Worship  66 
 

                    

               The Whitfield UMW Christmas Luncheon will    
                                            be on 

                          Monday, December 10, 2018, at 11:30AM  

                                      in the Sheppard Center. 

       Please contact Gail Gilmore at 395-3358 for your reservation. 

         If you do not have a reservation, then find you can attend 

                                        please come join us. 

 There will be ample food for you and we would love to have you there  

                          to enjoy the fun, food, and fellowship. 

                          The Luncheon will be $14.00 this year,  

         Mary Thomason will be collecting the funds for this luncheon.  

                            Staff Christmas Gift 

It has been our tradition at Whitfield to give cash gifts 
to our staff at Christmas.  We would like to do so 
again this year.  We are blessed with an excellent staff 
and we need to show our support by remembering 
them at Christmas.  We will collect gifts through  
Sunday, December 16th and give the staff the gifts  
prior to the Christmas break.  If you would like to  
contribute, please designate on your check or  
envelope “Staff Christmas Gift.”  You can place your 
donation in the offering plate on December 9th or 16th 
or drop it off at the church office.  If you have any 
questions, please let me know.   
                                                          Jim Solomon 

Psalm 19:14  

May the words of my mouth and meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

Kay Littlepage 

All articles must be submitted by 

Dessie Varner, mother of Betty Jenkins was remembered 
at her funeral on November 27, 2018.  Memorials can be 
made in her memory to either Whitfield Memorial UMC 
or UMHS Hospice Services at 1050 Industrial Blvd. Ste. 19,  
Cumberland, MD  21502. 

Food Pantry Needs this week:                        
Peanut Butter,  Jelly, Cereal, 14-16 oz. Cans  of Vegetables 
& Fruit, Canned Meat, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Dried 
Rice and Beans, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Bar Soap.   

 

You Are In Our Prayers!! 
Whitfield Members 
Alma Reynolds, Mildred Jones, Kay Littlepage, Elmer Stelk, Helon Haack, Daisy Stelk, Edna Kohn,  
Jackie Pippin, Jackie Sheppard, Ken Carrick, Patty Macready, Mona Pirsig, Telsie Davis, Nancy Ingram, Pam Merritt & family, 
Angie Mitchell & family, Betty Jenkins & family, Rev. Carolyn Nelson, Dan Dillon 
 

Home Bound Members (in-town) 
Nealie Pruitt, Emmett Turner, Teresa Chavers, Rubye Solomon, Delores Dodson, Mitzi Warren, Margaret Deacy, Jerry Norsworthy, 
Vivian Rogers 
 

Home Bound Members (out of town) 
Elaine McBride, Martha Payne, Juanita Pritchett, Wayne Read 

Friends of Whitfield 
Wayne Russell, Verna Stevens, Margaret Ann Batley, Joy Lushington, Kate Lindsey, Brad Ruud, Frank Ruud, Pat Nelson,              
Cody Dawkins, Jeff Varner, Mac Macready, Jean Cantey, Lee and Cheryl Thomas, Jane Ruud 
 
 

Peace for the nations and protection for all those who live and serve in harm’s way. 
Note:  Please submit any names you would like added to the church via telephone (281-2467) or e-mail (whitumc@bellsouth.net).  All names submitted are kept on 
the prayer list for four weeks unless otherwise notified.  Those names in Italics are in need of long term prayers. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 

 

 Sunday,  December 9  Advent Schedule 
    Sunday School                                                                                                                                            9:00 am 
    Choir                                                                                                                                                            9:30 am  
    Worship   - Advent Service of Stories, Songs & Scripture                                                                         10:00 am 
       

Monday,  December 10 
   Walking Group (M-F)                                                                                                                                     8:00 am 
    UMW Christmas Luncheon                                                                                                                         11:30 am  
    MA Boys Basketball Practice                                                                                                              5:00 - 6:00 pm 
                                                                                                                        

 Tuesday,  December 11     
   Prayer Group                                                                                                                                                 8:00 am  
   MA Girls Basketball Practice                                                                                                               5:00 - 6:00 pm 
    

 Wednesday, December 12    
 MA 3rd Grade Boys                                                                                                                                  5:15-6:15 pm                                                                                                                  
    

 Thursday,  December 13 
  Choir Practice/Sanctuary                                                                                                                                 7:00 pm 
  Private Event/Shepperd Center                                                                                                               4:00-9:00 pm  
        

 Friday,  December 14 
 Kindergarten/Christmas Program  - Sanctuary                                                                                               11:00 am 
  East/Ward Wedding Rehearsal/Sanctuary   and Shepperd Center                                                                 5:30 pm 
 

 Saturday,  December 15 
   East/Ward Wedding/Sanctuary and Reception/Shepperd Center                                                                  2:00 pm      
  

Sunday,  December 16   Advent Schedule 
   Sunday School                                                                                                                                               9:00 am 
   Choir                                                                                                                                                               9:30 am  
   Worship  - The Angels Song - Christmas Cantata (White Christmas offering)                                             10:00 am  
        

 Monday,  December 17    
    Walking Group (M-F)                                                                                                            8:00 am 
    Submit Articles for the Spirit by Today 
 

Tuesday, December 18 
    Prayer Group                                                                                                                                 8:00 am  
   MA Girls Basketball Practice                                                                                                                5:00 - 6:00 pm 
       

Wednesday,  December 19 
   Newsletter Group  -  Last Spirit of 2018                                                                                       8:30 am 
           

Thursday,  December 20 
    Private Event                                                                                                                                        5:30-8:00 pm          

Friday,  December 21 
   No Events Are Scheduled 
       

Saturday,  December 22  
   No Events Are Scheduled 
 

 
 
 
 
The Spirit is published every other week. 
Next printing:  December 19th 
All articles must be submitted by December 17th for that issue. 

 

Katie Hopper, member of Whitfield UMC and    
former member of Asbury UMC passed away on  
October, 2018.   

 

Thank you from the Family of Curtis  
Robertson Glaize. 

Your generous gift is greatly appreciated.  
Thank you for caring for us during our time 
of need.  Your continued prayers are greatly 
appreciated. 

                Ed, Alecia, and Anna Grace Glaize 

                The Kempters  
                 O Holy Night  

       Frazer United Methodist Church 

                       - 2 nights - 

Thursday Dec. 13th & Friday Dec. 14th  

              7 pm both nights  

   Love Offering will be received.  


