Whitfield Memorial United Methodist Church
2673 Fisk Road, Montgomery, AL 36111
Phone: 334.281.2467 Fax: 334.281.2698

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
NON-PROFIT ORG
MONTGOMERY, AL

PERMIT #157

THE WHITEFIELD

SPIRIT

For Members and Friends of Whitfield Memorial United Methodist Church
April 8 — April 21 , 2018

WHITFIELD STAFF MEMBERS
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Music Director
Angie Mitchell
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Telsie Davis
tdavis@whitfieldumc.org

Kindergarten Director
Jane Ruud
jruud@whitfieldumc.org

Nursery Director
Daisy Stelk

Administrative Assistant

whitumc@bellsouth.net

Program Director
Patty Macready
pmacready@whitfieldumc.org

Financial Assistant
Kristi Milano
kmilano@whitfieldumc.org

Custodian
Larry London

Nursery Co-Director
Mary Stone

And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. Acts 4:33

Phone: 334-281-2467; Fax: 334-281-2698
E-mail: whitumc@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours:

8:15 - 3:15, Monday - Thursday

Office closed Fridays.

Sunday Services: 8:15 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

Worship Assistants:
Sunday 04/08/18
Ushers: (8:15) Gene Holsenbeck
(10:30) Ken Carrick, Jim Solomon, Jeannie Anderson
Counters: Carl Stevenson, Rodney Blankenship
Soundboard: John Carmichael, Vic Bradsher
Readers: Tommi Holsenbeck, Patty Macready
Van Driver: Pam Merritt

Sunday 04/15/18
Ushers: (8:15) Carol Ann Free

(10:30) Vic Bradsher, Duffee Family
Counters: Mary Thomason, Betty Dawkins
Soundboard: John Carmichael, Jimmy Lee

Readers: Bosch Children, Barbara Reed
Van Driver: Ron Capel

Children’s Worship @ 10:30 service
on 2nd - 4th Sundays.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: A Story That Never Ends
Dear Whitfield Family,

Hello to my brothers and sisters in Christ. Easter Sunday was a joyous day of celebrating Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and
reigning Lord! I continue to reflect upon Easter Earthquake: How Resurrection Shakes Our World by James A. Harnish.
May God use the following message about Easter to inspire each of us.

Mark’s Gospel doesn’t describe the earthquake, but the women feel shaken when they see the effects of it:

‘The stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.’ It’s probably an understatement for Mark to
describe them as ‘alarmed.’ If that wasn’t enough to scare the living daylights out of them, they see an angel.
When angels appear in scripture they always begin by telling people not to be afraid. Then the angel announces
the earthshaking good news, ‘He has been raised; he is not here.” He commissions these women to become the first
witnesses of the Resurrection. And Mark notes, ‘They went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.’

It’s a shabby way to end the Gospel. The other gospel writers tell wonderful stories of the post-Resurrection
appearances, but Mark closes with the disturbing picture of shell-shocked women running from the tomb in fear.
It’s even more awkward in Greek, where the sentence ends with a conjunction that should connect the previous
action with what comes next. But nothing comes next. We're left with this dangling non-ending of the story.

Mark’s dangling sentence used to trouble me. But then I realized that in spite of my best efforts to pull the pieces
together and bring a solid conclusion to every story, my life is full of incomplete sentences---relationships that get
lost along the way, conflicts that are never reconciled, problems that never find a simple solution, stories with

no last chapter.

Maybe Mark intends this ending. What if Mark is suggesting there is something both amazing and frightening
about knowing that the risen Christ is not where we expect to find him but is let loose in the world where nothing
can stop him? '

What if Mark’s incomplete story serves as an invitation to every one of us to complete the Resurrection story with
our own story? What if he purposefully planned for every follower of the risen Christ to add his or her own chapter
to the never-ending story of God’s work of salvation in a sin-broken world? What if Mark intends for everyone who
hears the Resurrection story to be sent---like those frightened women---to carry the good news to a word that never
expected it? What if Mark’s non-ending is the call for us to get in on the action and become part of a story that
never ends?

Mark’s dangling non-ending of the Gospel invites each of us to complete the Resurrection story with our story
as we allow our lives to become a living witness to the presence of the risen Christ. It may be a shabby way to
end a Gospel, but it’s an earthshaking way to live!

As Easter people and through the power of the Holy Spirit, may each of us embrace “the call for us to get in on the action and
become part of a story that never ends!” To God be all glory, honor and praise!

Embracing the call, Carolyn
“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone because they were
afraid.” Mark 16:8

Weekly Focused Corporate Prayer: Please pray for each of our lives to be “a living witness to the presence of the risen
Christ” in our community, nation and world.




What a glorious Easter! Thank you for worshiping & serving with us.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER

April 18- 5:30 Supper Menu: Beef Tips & Rice, Green

Beans, Pineapple Casserole, Roll, Dessert, Drinks
6:15 Program: 7o Be Announced

Supper reservations due by NOON on Monday before.

Scheduled WNS: May 2, May 16, May 30

A+ Council sponsored Day Trip

Karl C. Harrison Museum of
George Washington

in Columbiana, AL
Tuesday, April 17
8:15am - 4:00 pm

We'll carpool to Columbiana. No Charge for
museum, but we’ll stop for lunch.

Sign up in Church Office by April 9th.

The Spirit is published every other week.
Next printing: April 18

All articles must be submitted by April 12 for that issue.

Thank you, Peggy Byrd, for hosting our
2018 Egg Hunt!

\ne LIFE LINE SCREENING

et O.io
2" Saturday, April 21, 2018
Whitfield UMC, Sheppard Center

Pre-Registration Required: 1-888-653-6450

www.lifelinescreening.com

Package 1 - Plaque, Vascular Disease, Heart Rhythm

4 Tests for $139

Package 2 - Above + Osteoporosis Screening for $149
Call now, and receive a $10 Discount when you register

for your appointment!

Primetimers
il April 12, 11:30 AM
Capitol Oyster Bar

Call the Ingrams for Reservations, 334-279-9811

If you borrowed crosses from the display
in the Davis Martin Classroom, please return
them or let me know you have them. Each
cross represents a special memory for our
class members. Thank you, Jan Heath

WEEKLY SCHEDULED EVENTS

Sunday, April 8
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Handbells Practice
Ukulele Practice
Monday, April 9
Walking Group (M-F)
Tuesday, April 10
Prayer Group
Ladies’ Bible Study (Last Session)
Wednesday, April 11 NO WNS
UMW Meeting
Choir Practice
Thursday, April 12
Primetimers @ Capitol Oyster Bar
Friday, April 13
Sew n Sews
Saturday, April 14

Sunday, April 15
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Monday, April 16
Reservations due for WNS
Walking Group (M-F)
Tuesday, April 17
Prayer Group
A+ Trip to Columbiana, AL
Wednesday, April 18
Newsletter Group
Fellowship Supper
Program
Choir Practice
Thursday, April 19 No Events Currently Scheduled
Friday, April 20
Sew n Sews

Saturday, April 21
Lifeline Health Screening, Sheppard Center

No Events Scheduled

8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm

7:15 am

7:15 am
2:00 pm

10:00 am
7:00 pm

11:30 am

10:00 am

8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

Noon
7:15 am

7:15 am
8:15 am

8:30 am
5:30 pm

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

10:00 am

All Day

Isaiah 25:8
He will swallow up death
in victory; and the Lord God
will wipe away tears from
off all faces.

Canned Meats,
FDP%W Veggies, & Fruits,
Jikeds  Dry Milk, Rice,
Beans, Jelly

L q] xntqg b K
ROLLINARVERRAMPAGN/ BS
June 1821, 5:30-8:00 pm

Crossroads Camp, Youth
June 11-16, 2018

Worship Arts Camp, Kids
July 27, 2018

Kate Blackwell is graduating from
High School! WUMC will
celebrate with Kate and
her family on Sunday,
April 29, 2018 .

We will collect cards for her
and present them during the
Spaghetti Camp Fundraiser
Luncheon following the
10:00 AM Worship Service.

by mail c/o 1742 Young Pointe Blvd, Mtgy, AL

36106. Thank you, John and Lisa

UMW Meeting
April 11th, 10:00 AM

Attendance March 25
Sunday School 53 Worship 83

Attendance April 1

Sunday School 49 Worship 124

/ There are still dates available on our
Flower Calendar.
Please reserve your dates, soon.

ALTAR FLOWERS 4/15

The flowers on the altar are offered to the
Glory of God and in honor of Liam Adams’
birthday, by Jackie Sheppard.

You Are In Our Prayers!!

Whitfield Members

Alma Reynolds, Dottie Suber, Mildred Jones, Kay Littlepage, Elmer Stelk, Helon Haack, Daisy Stelk, Caryll Carrick,

Vivian Rogers, Edna Kohn, Peggy Gordon, Martha Pippin

Home Bound Members (in-town)

Nealie Pruitt, Emmett Turner, Teresa Chavers, Rubye Solomon, Wayne Read, Delores Dodson, Mitzi Warren,

Libby Richardson, Margaret Deacy
Home Bound Members (out of town)

Elaine McBride, Martha Payne, Juanita Pritchett, Katie Hopper

Friends of Whitfield

Wayne Russell, Verna Stevens, Jeff Varner, Margaret Ann Batley, Joy Lushington, Kate Lindsey, Wayne Merritt,
Brad Ruud, Jean & Gary Lee, Cindy Macready Flowers, Randy Flowers, Pat Nelson

Peace for the nations and protection for all those who live and serve in harm’s way.
Note: Please submit any names you would like added to the church via telephone (281-2467) or e-mail (whitumc@bellsouth.net). All names
submitted are kept on the prayer list for four weeks unless otherwise notified. Those names in ltalics are in need of long term prayers.




