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For Members and Friends of Whitfield Memorial United Methodist Church 

Decorating Whitfield UMC 
for Christmas 

Saturday, December 5 

 

We will have our annual “Whitfield Decorating for    

Christmas” on Saturday, December 5, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

The large Christmas Tree is in place with white lights 

(thanks to Karen Mashburn), and Larry London has all of 

the decorations removed from the attic and ready for us to 

hang. The poinsettias will arrive on Thursday.  

   

Please come join us in decorating our church  for the 

Christmas Season!  

The Joy of Advent 
Dear Whitfield Family,  

 

Hello to my brothers and sisters in Christ. I hope you enjoyed a blessed Thanksgiving with loved ones and will           

experience a joy-filled Advent. While this season is known as “the most wonderful time of the year,” it can be a difficult 

time for many people. Perhaps it is a difficult time for you or someone you love. As individuals, families and a family of 

faith, we have experienced both joy and sorrow during 2015. We have rejoiced and mourned. In her book Kneeling in 

Bethlehem, Ann Weems, who has endured the death of her son, shares the following words. God is using these words to 

bless me. May they bless you, as well.  

 

“Not celebrate? Your burden is too great to bear? Your loneliness is intensified during the Christmas season? Your tears 

seem to have no end? Not celebrate? You should lead the celebration! You should run through the streets to ring the 

bells and sing the loudest! You should fling the tinsel on the tree, and open your house to your neighbors, and call them 

in to dance! For it is you above all others who know the joy of Advent. It is unto you that a Savior is born this day, One 

who comes to lift your burden from your shoulders, One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes. You are not alone, 

for he is born this day to you.” 

 

These heartfelt words serve as a powerful reminder that, in spite earthly trials, there is much reason to celebrate. It is my 

hope and prayer that each of us will experience abiding joy, as we prepare our hearts once again to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God for His most precious and priceless gift to each of us and all humanity! 

 

Advent Joy! 

Carolyn 
 
 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 

Please continue to pray for our sister 

in Christ, Drue Tubbs, who will serve 

as the supply pastor of a three-point 

charge in Lee County beginning on 

Sunday, December 6. 



 
Attendance November 29, 2015 

 
Sunday School  52        Morning Worship 80  

    

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 The flowers on the altar for December 6 are 

 offered to the Glory of God and in memory of  
Joan Miller by Pete Miller.  

Wednesday Night Menu! 

December 9:  Caprese Chicken, Feta 

Pasta, Vegetable Medley, Roll & Cake. 
 

Program: 

December 9: Christmas Music Special 

Special Upcoming Events 
   
Sunday, December 6 
Homebound Communion & Caroling 
  
Wednesday, December 9 
Christmas Music Program 
6:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
**FELLOWSHIP SUPPER WILL BE 
AT 5:30 P.M.  

  

Sunday, December 20 
Children's Christmas Pageant 
10:00 Worship Service 
Verbena UMC Live Nativity 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 

 Thursday, December 24   
Candlelight Communion     
Service 
4:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
  

No Wednesday Activities on these dates: 
12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 1/06/16 

 
Staff Christmas Gift 

 

It has been our tradition at     
Whitfield to give cash gifts to 
our staff at Christmas. We 
would like to do so again this 
year. We will collect gifts 
through Wednesday, December 
16 and give the staff the gifts 
prior to the Christmas break. If you would like to 
contribute, please designate on your check or          
envelope “Staff Christmas Gift.” You can place your 
donation in the offering plate on  December 6 or 13 
or drop it off at the church office. If you have any 
questions, please let me know.  
Earl Heath, Lay Leader  

Christmas Concert 

Wednesday,  
12/9 at 6:30 PM  

In the Sanctuary 

 
 

 Be sure to invite friends, family   
  & neighbors to join us for 

this  popular holiday tradition. Our musicians, 
chancel choir and children will perform a          

program of classic and  classical holiday music.  

2016 Pledge Totals To Date 

 

Pledges to date                49           $238,982.00 

We have 22 members who have not pledged yet. 

There are 21 members who have increased their 
pledge this year for a total of $15,908.00 

Communion Rail  
Offering - December 6 

 

The Communion Rail offering for December 6, White     

Christmas Sunday, is designated for the United Methodist 

Children’s Home.  

   A Special  
Advent Service 
 Our WUMC children 
invite you to our very 
special Christmas pageant, 

 A Service of Seeking Shelter. 
                 Sunday, Dec. 20th 
            10:00 AM Worship 

UMW ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
Monday, December 7 at 11:30  

 

The cost is $12. Please have your checks to 
Louise Forrester by Friday, December 3.  



SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
 

Sunday, December 6  

 Worship Service 8:15 a.m. 
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Social 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship Service  10:30 a.m. 
 UMYF  11:30 a.m. 
 Jack Pippin Ringers Practice 4:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 7  

 Walking Group (M-F) 7:30 a.m. 
 UMW Christmas Luncheon 11:30 a.m. 
 Choir Practice 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 8  
 Prayer Group 7:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 9    
 Fellowship Supper  - LAST SUPPER for 2015 5:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Musical Special (Sanctuary) 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 10 

  No Events Currently Scheduled 

Friday, December 11  
  Sew n Sews 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday, December 12 

 Gatsby Lane HOA Party 9:30 a.m. 
  

You Are In Our Prayers!! 
Whitfield Members 
Vivian Rogers, Kirk Wood, Jay Byrd, Louise Gargus, Bill Fischer, Peggy Brown, Martha Parker, Henrietta Cusick, Elmer 
Rogers, Alma Reynolds, Jo Moody, Maxene Fischer, Peter Brambir, Betty Woodson, Jim Solomon, Libby Richardson, 
Joan Rodgers, Fran Scoggin, Thursa Brown, John Woodson, Dottie Suber, Rodney Blankenship,  Martha Pippin, Char-
lotte Brambir, Mildred Jones, Barbara Bond, Eloise Parsons, Betty Fuller, Tommi Holsenbeck, Ella Mae Eggers, Helon 
Haack, Bob Wilkinson, Telsie Davis, Lib Cain, Elmer Stelk, Edna Kohn, Kay Littlepage, Brownie Brown 
 
Home Bound Members (in-town) 
Lois Payne, Johnnie Smith, Nealie Pruitt, Emmett Turner, George Suber, Teresa Chavers, Ruby Solomon,  

Helen Lawrence, Margaret Deacy, Wayne Read, Hazel Askew, Delores Dodson 
 

Home Bound Members (out of town) 
Mitzi Warren, Elaine McBride, Martha Payne, Juanita Pritchett, Katie Hopper 

 

Friends of Whitfield 
Robert Hoyt, Wayne Russell, Verna Stevens, Ann Gilliland, Lea Jackson, Mary Mellott, Trisha Dunn, Bill Miller, Jeff 
Varner, Leon Shirley, Doug Dennis, Mary Ellen Millis, Sharon Brugh,  Margaret Ann Batley, Gwinn Corley, Emma Hope 
Shaw, Robert Maples, Joy Lushington, Marty Trawick, Jean Jackson, Larice Tucker, Sarah Mitchell, Ronnie Vickers, 
Carolyn Wilson, Charles Pointer, Rebecca Lunsford, Doug Estes, Dan & Kate Lindsey, Ellie Jarrett, Ashley Dunwoody, 
Sammy Hester, Myrtle Knight, Rev. Mike Green, Mona Pirsig, Kenneth Means, Ed Henne Family 
 
Peace for the nations and protection for all those who live and serve in harm’s way. 

Note:  Please submit any names you would like added to the church via telephone (281-2467) or e-mail (whitumc@bellsouth.net)  All names 
submitted are kept on the prayer list for four weeks unless otherwise notified.  Those names in Italics are in need of long term prayers. 

Youth News…. 

Coming up on Dec 13, at 4pm and 7pm 

will be Frazer Christmas with special 

guests “Committed”. This is a band 

from Huntsville, AL that won on the 

show “The Sing Off”. They are a great 

bunch of young  Christian men and 

sound awesome! The youth will go at 4 

 Praise the Lord!  
          Beverly 

Live Nativity Scene 

Verbena UMC on Sunday, Dec. 20, 2015 

On Sunday, December 20th, the A+ Council 

is sponsoring a trip to Verbena UMC to  

experience their Live Nativity Scene, to 

have a tour of the historic church building 

and to enjoy refreshments.  Our worship 

service at Whitfield on that day will be the 

Children’s Christmas Pageant at 10:00 am.  

After the service, we will plan to have lunch 

together in a local restaurant and then travel 

in cars to Verbena to arrive about 2:00 pm.  

We plan to return to Whitfield at 4:30 pm.    

If you would like to participate in this event, 

please sign up in the church office by   

Monday, Dec. 14. 



         WHITFIELD STAFF MEMBERS 

 Pastor Administrative Assistant 

 Reverend Carolyn Nelson Jennifer Andrews  

 cnelson@whitfieldumc.org whitumc@bellsouth.net 
 

 Music Director Program Director 

 Angie Mitchell Patty Macready 

 amitchell@whitfieldumc.org pmacready@whitfieldumc.org 

 

 Youth Director Organist 

 Beverly Brown Telsie Davis 

 bbrown@whitfieldumc.org tdavis@whitfieldumc.org 
 

 Financial Assistant Kindergarten Director 

 Kristi Milano Jane Ruud 

 kmilano@whitfieldumc.org jruud@whitfieldumc.org 
 

 Nursery Director Nursery Co-Director 

 Daisy Stelk Mary Stone 

  

 Custodian  Kitchen Staff 

 Larry London Annie Perry  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Phone:  334-281-2467; Fax:  334-281-2698 

E-mail:  whitumc@bellsouth.net 

Church Office Hours:   
8:15-12:30 and 1:30-4:15, M-Th 

8:15-12:30 p.m. Friday 

Sunday Services:  8:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

Worship Assistants - December 6 
 

Ushers: (8:15) Mary Thomason  

 (10:30) Carl Stevenson, Brownie Brown, 

Amanda Senn, Ron Capel 

Counters: Jan Heath, Jeannie Anderson 

Van Driver:  Ron Capel  

Sound Operator: (8:15) Harry Brantley 

(10:30) Steve Duffee 

Advent Readers: 

 (8:15) Nancy Allen, Elaine Klepac 

(10:30)  Jimmy & Martha Lee 

Readers: (8:15) Kay Littlepage 

(10:30) Earl Heath 

Children’s Worship: Communion   


